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also walked out, and the chamber once more assumed its
dead-and-alive appearance* But until his departure, the
attention of the House was palpably held; and when he
was speaking of the brave men dying for King and
Country, one could instinctively, as when Bright made
his famous speech during the Crimean War, almost hear
the beating of wings as the Angel of Death passed by*

Such notable exceptions apart, as we have said, the
House is usually very dull. What a sad reflection upon
the Empire's legislators ! In passing, however, it may
be observed that as regards the Speaker's advice to stand
and speak up, the aspirant to oratorical fame will have
first to " catch the Speaker's eye " ; otherwise he will
not be heard. Apart from those who are fighters or keen
advocates of their cause, the majority seem to take Parlia-
mentary life easily like the lotus-eaters. At least it has
been said that some are known to have made not more than
one or two speeches during their years and terms in
Parliament!

To be sure, the tourist will never omit the Houses of
Parliament* For this purpose the summer is the best
time to visit the chambers : then the careworn and tired-
looking honourable members will have adjourned already
for their summer recess* There is, however, not much
to choose between the upper and lower Houses : the only
difference is the colour and texture of the Lords* seats,
for the peers born to a life of greater ease and luxury
must needs have more aristocratic looking benches to
recline their delicate limbs. But from the point of view
of auditory effects especially, the existing rectangular
arrangement of the seats leaves much to be desired. They